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Well, maybe not yet in the Verde...
October was a busy month for CASA including

Academy, CODY, and the Fall Appreciation Event at
Out of Africa!

  Congratulations to the following recipients of our
Yavapai County CASA Awards: 
Jan Lisboa - CASA of the Year

Daniella Ferrari -   Dependency Attorney of the Year
Kelly Baker - Prescott DCS Worker of the Year

Susan Balensky - Verde DCS worker of the Year
(CASAs were nominated by dependency attorneys and DCS

workers.  Dependency attorneys and DCS workers were
nominated by CASA volunteers).

So, cozy up and peruse this newsletter for these
events and pick up some training and activity

information along the way!
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Coordinators'
Corner

To receive information about an upcoming CFT with:
 CFSS: please email: dawnr@cfssinc.com 

Polara Health: please email: whensthecft@polarahealth.com
 Spectrum: please email: susans@spectrumhg.org

Please give the clinics 48 hours to reply to your email

Child and Family Team Meetings

 JUST 
ARRIVED!

THE 2026  CASA
CALENDARS ARE
HERE!   STOP BY
THE OFFICE AND

PICK UP YOUR
COPY TODAY

Congratulations to Connie B, Duncan M, Eileen R, Bob R, and
Selin S for completing CASA Academy this month!

Please take advantage of our
memberships and free passes to
these awesome establishments. 

Click on each icon to be directed to
each of their websites to see how
many awesome things they have

going on!

https://heritageparkzoo.org/
https://highlandscenter.org/
https://harkins.com/theatres/prescott-valley-14/2025-10-15
https://outofafricapark.com/
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Jill Reinstadler
2 Years
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5 Years
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 2 Years
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2 years
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2 Years 
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13 years

Pat McKay 11/16 JB 11/21



CASA Kudos
K U D O S  TO  S H E L LY  M I A L I  F O R  P I C K I N G  U P  H E R  C ASA  C H I L D  I N
F L A G STA F F  A N D  D R I V I N G  H E R  TO  T H E  C O DY  P R O G R A M ,  T H E N
T U R N I N G  A R O U N D  A N D  D R I V I N G  H E R  B AC K .   I ’ M  T I R E D  J UST
T H I N K I N G  A B O U T  I T !

K U D O S  TO  A N G E L A  PAT R I A R C A  F O R  A L S O  G E T T I N G  H E R  C ASA
C H I L D  TO  T H E  C O DY  P R O G R A M  A N D  S U P P O RT I N G  H E R  D U R I N G  H E R
T R A N S I T I O N  H O M E  F R O M  A  G R O U P  H O M E  P L AC E M E N T.

K U D O S  TO  D O N  O ’ N E I L  F O R  S E E I N G  B OT H  O F  H I S  C AS E S  T H R U  TO
C O M P L E T I O N ,  O N E  G UA R D I A N S H I P  A N D  O N E  A G E D  O U T.  W E  W I L L
M I S S  Y O U  S O  M U C H  D O N ! !  T H A N K S  F O R  A L L  Y O U  D I D  AS  A  C ASA !

K U D O S  TO  R O B E RTA  A N D  ST E V E  H ATC H  A N D  G R E G  B Y R U M  F O R
S E E I N G  T H E I R  C AS E S  T H R O U G H  TO  R E U N I F I C AT I O N !

K U D O S  TO  R AY  L E E  F O R  S E E I N G  H I S  C AS E  T H R O U G H  TO  A D O PT I O N !

K U D O S  TO  L E S L I E  G O L I C H  F O R  S U P P O RT I N G  H E R  C ASA  C H I L D
T H R O U G H  A  C R O S S R OA DS  A N D  F O R  TA K I N G  A  N E W  C AS E .

K U D O S  TO  C A R O L  H I N R I C H S  F O R  TA K I N G  A  N E W  C AS E .

K U D O S  TO  L AU R A  P .  F O R  H E L P I N G  O U T  AT  N AT I O N A L  N I G H T  O U T
I N  C OT TO N W O O D.

K U D O S  TO  J E N I  O .  A N D  PAT  S .  F O R  T H E I R  C O N S I ST E N T  E F F O RT S
TO  E N S U R E  T H E I R  C ASA  C H I L D ’ S  B E H AV I O R A L  N E E DS  A R E  B E I N G
M E T.

A  S P E C I A L  T H A N K  Y O U  TO  J A N I C E  L I S B OA ,  D O N N A  TA N Z I ,  K AT H Y
M C L AU G H L I N  A N D  J A N I C E  M AU Z  W H O  H E L P E D  W I T H  O U R  TA B L E  AT
T H E  YAVA PA I  C ASA  F O R  K I DS  F O U N DAT I O N  C O ST U M E S  F O R  K I DS
A N D  5 K  F U N  R U N .  T H E Y  W E R E  E XC E L L E N T  AT  H E L P I N G  T H E  K I DS
T H AT  STO P P E D  B Y  TO  E N G A G E  W I T H  O U R  C A R N I VA L  AC T I V I T Y,
T H E  A X E  T H R O W I N G  G A M E  W H I C H  D O U B L E D  AS  A  DA RT  G A M E !



On the evening of October 23, 2025, Court Orientation for Dependent Youth (CODY)
was held at the Juvenile Justice Center in Prescott. This event brought together
professionals, volunteers, and youth for an inspiring program centered on
education, empowerment, and connection. A total of 25 attendees participated,
including six youth ages 13 to 17 who are currently involved in the dependency
process.

CODY offers participants an inside look at the courtroom through a realistic mock
hearing designed to help youth better understand the judicial process. Following
the hearing, Judge Anna Young spent time answering questions, sharing insights,
and leading a special behind-the-scenes tour of the courtroom.

The program also featured a guest speaker who recently transitioned from foster
care into adulthood. She shared her personal journey through the dependency
system, emphasizing the value of advocacy, the importance of supportive services,
and how programs such as Extended Foster Care help youth build independence
and confidence for the future.

Each youth participant received a gift bag containing an Advocating for Myself
handbook with information about their rights and the court process, along with
case-specific details such as contact information for their attorney, GAL, DCS Case
Manager, and CASA when applicable. The gift bag also included an Amazon gift
card, CASA-themed items, and an assortment of snacks and sweets as a token of
support and appreciation. All youth in attendance were entered into a drawing for a
brand-new pair of Beats headphones; both the gift cards and headphones were
generously funded by the Yavapai CASA for Kids Foundation.

The evening concluded with a delicious dinner from Olive Garden, also made
possible through the Foundation’s continued support. During dinner, CODY
participants and professionals had the opportunity to connect, reflect, and
continue meaningful conversations together.

CODYCODY



The impact of the event was best captured in the words of the youth themselves. One
participant shared, “This event helps us understand everything going on in our lives,”
while another reflected, “This helps us understand the opportunities we all could
have.”

These powerful voices remind us why events like CODY are so vital. They give youth a
chance to be heard, foster understanding, and inspire confidence for the future.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the dedicated professionals who volunteered
their time to bring the mock hearing to life, including Judge Young, two Assistant
Attorney Generals, several attorneys representing the mother, father, and youth, a
Department of Child Safety Case Manager, a Behavioral Health Professional, the Clerk
of the Court, and a CASA. Their combined expertise and generosity made the evening
both educational and empowering for the youth in attendance.

CODYCODY
CONTINUED



Yavapai CASA for Kids Foundation 
Costumes for Kids and 5K Fun Run

Please see the
following two pages
for information on

the annual Toy Drive
and Distribution



If you would like to donate look for
the collection box in the lobby of the

JJC in Prescott. 













MEET
Supporting

relationships
between 

DCS & CASA to
create the best
outcome for our

youth 

GREET
NOVEMBER 17, 2025

12:00PM - 2:00PM
PRECOTTJUVENILE JUSTICE CENTER

HEARING ROOM

RSVP AND SUBMIT ANY DISCUSSION
QUESTIONS TO AMBER MARTIN AT 

928-771-3165 OR
AMARTIN@ COURTS.AZ.GOV

LUNCH PROVIDED BY YAVAPAI 
CASA FOR KIDS FOUNDATION

PRESCOTT DCS & CASA

&&



onnecting

ASAs

11/20/25 9 am - 11 am

The link for Tele-CASA will be
sent via email the Tuesday

before the meeting.

Tele-CASA
(on-line)

Attend CASAs Connecting
Peer Support Group to

help you be successful on
your case. Because the

work of a CASA is
confidential, it is

important to have a safe
place to talk about your

case. ALL CASAs are highly
encouraged to attend a
CASA support group. This
support group provides
lively and informative

discussions. The
attendees include a mix

of veteran and new
CASAs and CASA staff.
These discussions can
help you understand

system issues,
procedures, identify

needs and solve
unanswered questions. 

11/12/25  
in person at the JJC

CASAs Connecting

9 am to 11 am



IN THE CASA OFFICE

No one expects the police to knock on the door of the million-dollar two-story home of the perfect
cul-de-sac housewife. But soccer mom Lara Love Hardin has been hiding a shady secret: she is

funding her heroin addiction by stealing her neighbors’ credit cards.

Lara is convicted of thirty-two felonies and becomes inmate S32179. She finds that jail is a class
system with a power structure that is somewhere between an adolescent sleepover party and Lord
of the Flies. Furniture is made from tampon boxes, and Snickers bars are currency. But Lara quickly

learns the rules and brings love and healing to her fellow inmates as she climbs the social ladder
and acquires the nickname “Mama Love,” showing that jailhouse politics aren’t that different from

the PTA meetings she used to attend.

When she’s released, she reinvents herself as a ghostwriter. Now, she’s legally co-opting other
people’s identities and getting to meet Oprah, meditate with the Dalai Lama, and have dinner with
Archbishop Desmond Tutu. But the shadow of her past follows her. Shame is a poison worse than

heroin—there is no way to detox. Lara must learn how to forgive herself and others, navigate life as
a felon on probation, and prove to herself that she is more good than bad, among other essential

lessons.

The Many Lives of Mama Love is a heartbreaking and tender journey from shame to redemption,
despite a system that makes it almost impossible for us to move beyond the worst thing we have

ever done.

December 11, 2025
9:30am





CASA of Yavapai
County 

Children taken
into DCS custody

Number  of CASAs

Total number of
children in DCS Care

New Cases filed

9

75
109

5

206

Kids who still
need a CASA

October   in  Yavapai County 

Children with
a CASA 97

acebook

like us!
follow us!

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070352297859


Kristi Newman (928) 771-3398
Family Treatment Court Coordinator 
email: knewman@courts.az.gov

Contact Information
www.casaofyavapaicounty.org

Prescott Office
(928) 771-3165

Amber Martin, Dependency Court Manager
email: amartin@courts.az.gov

Kathy McCormick, Mediator
email: kmccormi@courts.az.gov

Evelyn Hurtado, Admin Assistant I
email: ehurtado@courts.az.gov

Camp Verde Office (928) 554-8900

Jen Bahr
Dependency Program Manager II
email: jbahr@courts.az.gov

Laura Gray
Program Coordinator I
email: lagray@courts.az.gov

Jessica Hines, Program Coordinator II
email: jhines@courts.az.gov

Robin Fernandez Ames, Support Staff
email: rfernanzesames@courts.az.gov

Amy Fillingim, Program Coordinator II
email:  afillingim@courts.az.gov



www.YavapaiCASAforKids.org
P.O. Box 28070

 Prescott Valley, AZ  86312
(928)445-0800

              

 

Yvonne Bartlett, Executive Director and
Interim contact for Grants for Kids Program
Mona Stephens, Development

Questions about YC4KF?
email: info@yavapaicasaforkids.org

Board Members:
Lisa Watts, President 
Greg Byrum, Vice
President/Secretary 
Luke Lewis, Treasurer
Cheryl Micholofki
Eileen Bond, Emeritus Member
Jayne Schwantes
Marlene Joy


