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Fall is nearly here and the end of the year

is quickly approaching!  If you have not

yet completed your 12 hours of required

training we are enthusiastically cheering

you on to take advantage of the many

training opportunities in this newsletter.

Please call your coordinator if you have

any questions or need additional ideas.  

We appreciate all you do!

CASA Staff 



Coordinators'
Corner

The  CASA  o f f i ce  i s
 look i ng  fo r  nom i na t i ons  fo r  A t to rney  o f  t he  Yea r  and  DCS  Case
Spec i a l i s t  o f  t he  Yea r.   P lease  con tac t  J e s s i ca  w i th  t he  name  o f

you r  nom i nee  and  a  s ta tement  on  why  you  a re  nom i na t i ng  t hem.
P lease  subm i t  by  ema i l  be fo re  Sep tembe r  14 th

j h i ne s@cour t s .a z .gov  

CAll forCAll for
Nom

inationsNom
inations

To receive information about an upcoming CFT with:
 CFSS: please email: dawnr@cfssinc.com 

Polara Health: please email: whensthecft@polarahealth.com
 Spectrum: please email: susans@spectrumhg.org

Please give the clinics 48 hours to reply to your email

Child and Family Team Meetings

Heritage Park Zoo has partnered with

the Highlands Center.  That means we

can use our membership card at both

locations!  And don’t forget about the

membership at Out of Africa and that

we have Harkins Movie passes, too!



Coordinators'
Corner

The Friends of the Prescott Public Library has donated some
new books for our CASA kiddos.  There are now quite a few

choices for early readers as well as books for middle and upper
grades.  Come pick one up next time you are in the office!

Still needing training
hours?  There are more

than 50 hours of
training opportunities

just in this newsletter!  

If you have recently renewed your
auto insurance, please send the office
a copy so we can stay state compliant.

Thank you!

New Books Available!New Books Available!
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CASA Kudos
JB- For advocating and supporting a child for many years as she aged out
of foster care. Thank you for being a consistent presence in her life.

Cathy J.- for taking a new case.

Georgia- For advocating for her CASA child’s best interest as he is
transitioning back home to his biological family.

Susan F.- for working closely with the parents on her case as the children
transition back into the home.

Loraine W.- for advocating for her CASA child’s needs with counseling
and behavioral health services.

Kudos to Ann Michael for seeing her case through to adoption.

Kudos to Greg Byrum for seeing his case through to reunification.

Kudos to Janice Mauz for helping the mother of her CASA child with
grants for day care and researching car repairs.

Kudos to Nancy T., Julie B., Patricia B., and Deb O. for taking the
opportunity to attend the Child Abuse Prevention Conference at the end
of July😊

Kudos to Bart B. for taking his first case!

Kudos to Pat S., Jeni O., Rose V.N., Laura P., Miranda F., Diane J., and
Elizabeth S. for their continued dedication and commitment to traveling
the distances outside of Yavapai County to visit their CASA kiddos!



AskT H E  C O O R D I N A T O R

Reun i f i ca t i on  i s  o f ten  t he  i n i t i a l  ca se  p lan  goa l .  CASA  vo lun tee rs
p lay  a  v i ta l  ro le  i n  no t  on ly  advoca t i ng  fo r  t he  ch i ld ,  bu t  a l so

bu i ld i ng  a  re la t i onsh i p  w i th  t he  pa ren t s ,  and  he lp i ng  them bu i ld  a
pos i t i ve  suppo r t  s y s tem w i th i n  t he i r  commun i ty.   CASAs  can

i den t i f y  app rop r i a te  re sou rce s  t ha t  suppo r t  reun i f i ca t i on  i n c lud i ng
menta l  hea lth  s e r v i ce s ,  subs tance  abuse  t rea tment ,  pa ren t i ng

c la s se s ,  and  o the r  s e r v i ce s .

CASAs  conduc t  add i t i ona l  re sea rch .  They  speak  to  teache rs ,  ca se
worke rs ,  ped i a t r i c i ans ,  b i o log i ca l  pa ren t s ,  fo s te r  pa ren t s ,  and

o the rs .  Then ,  know i ng  eve r y th i ng  abou t  t he  ch i ld ren  and  the  ca se ,
t hey  make  re commendat i ons  to  t he  cou r t  on  beha l f  o f  t he  ch i ld ren
abou t  what  wou ld  be  i n  t he  ch i ld ’ s  be s t  i n te re s t  mov i ng  fo rward .

CASA  vo lun tee rs  p lay  an  i n teg ra l  ro le  i n  t he i r  ca se s  by
co l labo ra t i ng  w i th  DCS ,  p lacement s ,  b i o log i ca l  pa ren t s ,  a t to rney s ,

and  the  ch i ld ren  to  a s se s s  t he  p rog re s s  o f  t he  ca se  and  ensu re
tha t  t he  ch i ld ’ s  be s t  i n te re s t  i s  a lways  be i ng  kep t  i n  m i nd .  By

ma i n ta i n i ng  t he se  pos i t i ve  re la t i onsh i p s  and  commun i ca t i ng  w i th
a l l  pa r t i e s  i n vo lved ,  i t  g rea t ly  i n c rease s  t he  oppo r tun i t i e s  fo r

fam i l i e s  to  be  reun i f i ed .  

CASAs  s ee  a l l  s i de s  o f  t he  fo s te r  ca re  s y s tem.  Pove r ty  does  no t
mean  tha t  someone  shou ld  lo se  t he i r  ch i ld .  I n  t he  rea lm  o f  fo s te r
ca re ,  some  p lacement s  may  s eem l i ke  t he  “ sav i o r ”  when  they  can

o f fe r  a  n i ce r  l i f e  fo r  a  ch i ld .   Bu t  t he  goa l  i s  to  ge t  t he se  ch i ld ren
back  w i th  t he i r  pa ren t s  when  sa fe  and  app rop r i a te  to  do  so .

See i ng  a  ch i ld  reun i f y  w i th  t he i r  fam i ly  i s  one  o f  t he  b r i gh te s t
moment s  o f  be i ng  a  CASA  vo lun tee r  and  h i gh l i gh t s  t he  i mpor tan t

ro le  t ha t  an  advoca te  p lay s  i n  t he  fo s te r  ca re  s y s tem.

HOW DOES A  CASA
ADVOCATE SUPPORT THE

CASE PLAN OF
REUNIFICATION?



      CASAs Self-Care Responses
As a follow up to last month’s article on self-care for CASAs, we wanted to
share the responses that were received from CASAs and what self-care looks
like for them:
Nancy T. – “Spending time with healthy kids in healthy families.”
Miranda F. - “Creating space to reset and get organized. I find that taking
intentional time to plan and prepare helps me feel more centered and
balanced. I believe in “planning tomorrow today” as a form of self-care. It
allows me to be more mindful about what will need my attention and helps
me show up fully for myself and for the commitments I’ve made. When I take
the time to reset and organize, I feel more grounded and better able to
support others, including the children I advocate for as a CASA.”
Diane J. – “For relaxing and chilling out, I enjoy reading and playing video
games on my Kindle. Time spent with my grandsons always leaves me smiling
and in a great mood! Spending time with my CASA kids has very much the
same effect. Seeing them happy and content is soothing to my soul!”
Laura P. -  “My favorite hobby is also what helps me relax the most, and that
is getting out with my camera and photographing birds (and other wildlife if I
see it). This gets me out in nature, I get exercise, and I love the challenge it can
be to get decent photos of the birds I see. I try to do this at least once a
week.” 
 Below, are a few photos Laura P. has taken recently. 

           
       Red-winged Blackbird                    Wood Duck                        Summer Tanager
                
Congratulations to Miranda F! Enjoy some self-care with a gift card to Bath
and Body Works😊 
Please contact the Verde CASA office to pick up your gift card.



1.  How long have you been a CASA and how many kiddos have you advocated for? 

I graduated Academy in March 2023 & got my first case in April 2023. I'm still with my first case (2
1/2 years) & I took another case with 2 children in August 2024.  I'm still with them as well.

2.  What drew you to volunteer for the CASA Program? 

I was involved with Voices for Children in San Diego since the mid-90's, and while I was never a CASA
there I knew that I would someday become one. When I moved to Yavapai County in late 2022 I knew
the time was right.

3.  What has been your biggest challenge since becoming an advocate?

In the beginning it was just absorbing all the terminology and trying to get up to speed. Eventually, it's
learning that you can't solve every problem that arises, and things don't always turn out the way you
want them to.

4.  What is most rewarding about being a CASA?

That I am making a difference in children's lives (although it doesn't always feel that way!!), and that
my involvement with them will hopefully pay off for them in their futures.

5.  What training (besides Academy) has been most helpful for you in your work as a CASA?

All of the trainings that I have attended have been helpful in one way or another, but the ones that
stand out for me are Dependency 101, Team Decision Making (TDM) overview, & Identifying Coping
Skills for Children.

6.  What advice would you give a new CASA?

I've had the opportunity to speak to several graduating classes, and the first thing I say when I'm
asked this question is to tell people to expect the unexpected. You just never know how a case is going
to end up. I would also tell new CASA's to ask for guidance & advice from their CASA supervisor on a
regular basis. They are a great source information & support and they are there to help us do better
jobs of advocating for our kiddos.

CASA



Wrapped in Love (WiL) Diaper Bank's mission is to alleviate the cost of diapers, period products,

and incontinence supplies, and strengthen resource use of programs and services for struggling

families. Currently, WiL serves 322 children each month with diapers or pull-ups, ointment, and a tub

of wipes.

WiL recognizes that the cost of diapers can strain a family’s budget, making it a struggle to purchase

this vital part of hygiene care. Additionally, potty training is not limited to a specific age and is one

of the most challenging and messy milestones for a child. 

To assist families, WiL created a potty-training kit that can be ordered through the agencies we work

with to deliver diapers. The kit saves families approximately $150 per month and reduces the

number of diapers and pull-ups in landfills. It also helps prepare children for preschool and

kindergarten. Our kit includes a potty chair OR toilet training seat, step stool, bed protector, training

pants, leak-proof pants cover, a book for the child, a book for parents, (both available in English or

Spanish), and a prize of new ‘big kid underpants or underwear’. Each kit comes in a storage bag

that can be reused for easy transportation, which is especially important for the homeless

population. In addition, we send an order of pull-ups to help with the transition and a card

congratulating the child on their success.

POTTY TRAINING‌

KITS!‌

WiL can process up to 5 orders for kits each

month, which are placed through the agency

serving the family. Case managers and home

visitors report that families are thrilled to be able

to obtain the necessary items for transitioning

their child out of diapers. 

Please contact your coordinator if you

would like to order one of these fabulous

potty training kits.

To Lori from WiL for
this great

information!



The Costumes for Kids 5K & Halloween Fest is open for registration (Free for all
foster/kinship families and youth 16 and under).  Please see the flyer on page 18 for

more information and the link to register.

The Foundation is also looking for volunteers for the day of the event. Please email
Development@yavapaicasaforkids.org if you would like to help out with the event.

Hello,
it was brought to my attention that there have been several recent issues
with receiving grant funding and communication from the Yavapai CASA
for Kids Foundation. I reached out to Yvonne Bartlett, the Director, to
share these concerns, and she asked me to share with you the following:

Please let the CASAs know that, if they have not heard from me and are
waiting for a grant, please reach out and let me know.

Right now, we are rearranging the application process for better
tracking; however, it has slowed down the process. Additionally, our
grants person had health issues that interrupted the processing of
grants, and then, after being back for a week, she had to leave the
position entirely, which left me with no grant processor and a stack of
requests still needing to be filled. Since July, I have processed over 60
grant requests, which is quite a lot, since we order items, send checks,
send gift cards, track orders, etc. It is quite complex. I am hoping we are
caught up on all of the requests now. 

I ask that you please be patient while the YC4K office works through
these challenges. If possible, please request funding well in advance, and
plan on 3-4 weeks for a response. If you have not heard anything from
them about your request, please email Yvonne at
yvonne@yavapaicasaforkids.org. You can also apply for grant funding
with the Arizona Friends of Foster Children. More information can be
found at https://www.affcf.org/ways-we-help/childhood-activities/ .
Please let me know if you have any additional questions or concerns. I
really appreciate ALL you do for children in Yavapai County! Amber

mailto:Development@yavapaicasaforkids.org
mailto:yvonne@yavapaicasaforkids.org


LOCATION CHANGE
Teva Community

2900 N Granite Basin Road



Attend CASAs Connecting
Peer support group to help
you be successful on your
case. Because the work of a
CASA is confidential, it is
important to have a safe
place to talk about your case.
ALL CASAs are highly
encouraged to attend a CASA
support group. This support
group provides lively and
informative discussions. The
attendees include a mix of
veteran and new CASAs and
CASA staff. These discussions
can help you understand
system issues,  procedures,
identify needs and solve
unanswered questions. 

9/10/25  

9/25/25 9 am - 11 am

in person at the JJC

The link for Tele-CASA will be
sent via email the Tuesday

before the meeting.

CASAs Connecting

Tele-CASA
(on-line)

9 am to 11 am

ASAs

onnecting





HighlyRecommendedfor CASAs





MEET
 

Supporting
relationships

between
DCS & CASA to
create the best
outcome for our

youth

GREET
DCS & CASA

 
SEPTEMBER 18, 2025

12:00PM - 2:00PM
COTTONWOOD LIBRARY

DEDE EWALD ROOM 

LUNCH PROVIDED BY YAVAPAI
CASA FOR KIDS FOUNDATION

&

RSVP AND SUBMIT ANY
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

TOJEN BAHR AT
928-554-8903 OR

JBAHR@COURTS.AZ.GOV
BY SEPTEMBER 12TH



https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/o-doOegURrO-o-ZY1buwjA#/registration






IN THE CASA OFFICE

A n  a b a n d o n e d  c h i l d  o f  d r u g - a d d i c t e d  p a r e n t s  a n d  F l o r i d a ' s  b r o k e n  c h i l d -
w e l f a r e  s y s t e m ,  K e n i s h a  E .  A n t h o n y  w a s  l e f t  t o  w o n d e r  i f  a n y o n e  w o u l d

e v e r  w a n t  h e r .  A s  a  y o u n g  g i r l ,  d e s p e r a t e  f o r  l o v e  a n d  b e l o n g i n g ,  s h e
b o u n c e d  f r o m  o n e  u n s t a b l e  h o m e  t o  t h e  n e x t ,  p a c k i n g  o n l y  r e s e n t m e n t ,
a b a n d o n m e n t ,  a n d  h e a r t b r e a k  t o  t a k e  w i t h  h e r .  S t i l l ,  K e n i s h a  f o u n d  h e r

w a y ,  u l t i m a t e l y  b r e a k i n g  b a r r i e r s  a n d  s h a t t e r i n g  s t a t i s t i c s .  

A g a i n s t  a d v i c e  t o  " j u s t  g e t  a  G E D , "  s h e  e a r n e d  b o t h  a n  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  a n d
g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  t u i t i o n  e x e m p t i o n  p e r  F l o r i d a  S t a t u t e

1 0 0 9 . 2 5 ( 1 ) ( d ) ,  a  r e s o u r c e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  a g i n g  o u t  o f  f o s t e r  c a r e .  A s  a n  a d v o c a t e
f o r  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  c h i l d  w e l f a r e  s y s t e m ,  s h e  f o u n d  h e r  v o i c e  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f

s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  e a r n e d  a  n a m e  a s  a  d y n a m i c  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  c h a n g e - m a k e r  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  s o c i a l  w o r k .

K e n i s h a  s h i n e s  a  s p o t l i g h t  o n  l i f e  t h r o u g h  t h e  l e n s  o f  a  s u r v i v o r  w i t h  a  v i v i d
p o r t r a i t  o f  h e r  j o u r n e y  f r o m  v i c t i m  t o  v i c t o r ,  r i s i n g  a b o v e  h a r d s h i p s  t h a t  c o u l d

h a v e  e a s i l y  l e f t  h e r  d e f e a t e d  a n d  d e s t i t u t e .  T h i s  i s  a  s t o r y  o f  t r i u m p h ,
r e d e m p t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  w i l l  t o  b e c o m e  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a  W a r d  o f  t h e  S t a t e .

Te e m i n g  w i t h  v u l n e r a b i l i t y ,  c a n d o r ,  a n d  w i s d o m ,  t h i s  u n f i l t e r e d  r e f l e c t i o n  o f
K e n i s h a ' s  l i f e  i s ,  f i t t i n g l y ,  m o r e  t h a n  a  m e m o i r .  I t  i s  a  s o c i a l  a w a r e n e s s  t o o l  f o r

a n y o n e  w h o ' s  f a c e d  a d v e r s i t y ,  b e a t  t h e  o d d s ,  a n d  r e f u s e d  t o  b e  l a b e l e d .

L A B E L E D :  WA R D  O F  T H E  S TAT E  
B Y  K E N I S H A  E .  A N T H O N Y

Oct 16th
9:30am JJC





The Wrapped in Love (WiL) Diaper Bank provides diapers and

supplies to struggling families across Yavapai County. Diapers

are given to families through their affiliation with a service

agency in the community. WiL promotes health and wellness by

providing Yavapai County participants with diapers, wipes and

referrals to local services. The overarching goal of WiL is to

alleviate the cost of diapering and strengthen access to

resources for struggling families in Yavapai County. The staff

and volunteers at WiL coordinate with community agencies and

family programs to ensure that needy families have access to

the resources available to assist them in raising healthy

children.

Yavapai County CASA Volunteers can request diapers for their

foster or kinship families who are struggling to buy diapers.

If you would like to order diapers for your CASA baby’s family,

please contact your coordinator.

CELEBRATION!
Does your CASA kiddo have a birthday coming up?

Get a great report card or improve in a class they were
struggling with?  Successfully complete potty training?

Any other event or milestone?
Stop by the CASA office to pick up a Celebration Gift

Card!  Thank you YCFKF!



The wildlife is waiting for you...



CASA of Yavapai County 

Children taken
into DCS custody

Number  of CASAs

Total number of
children in DCS Care

New Cases filed

5

76
107

3

226

Kids who still
need a CASA

August  in  Yavapai County 

Children with
a CASA

119

acebook

like us!
follow us!

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070352297859


Kristi Newman (928) 771-3398
Family Treatment Court Coordinator 
email: knewman@courts.az.gov

Contact Information
www.casaofyavapaicounty.org

Prescott Office
(928) 771-3165

Amber Martin, Dependency Court Manager
email: amartin@courts.az.gov

Kathy McCormick, Mediator
email: kmccormi@courts.az.gov

Evelyn Hurtado, Admin Assistant I
email: ehurtado@courts.az.gov

Camp Verde Office
(928) 554-8900

Jen Bahr, Dependency Program Manager II
email: jbahr@courts.az.gov

Laura Gray, Program Coordinator I
email: lagray@courts.az.gov

Jessica Hines, Program Coordinator II
email: jhines@courts.az.gov

Robin Fernandez Ames, Support Staff
email: rfernanzesames@courts.az.gov

Amy Fillingim, Program Coordinator II
email:  afillingim@courts.az.gov



www.YavapaiCASAforKids.org
P.O. Box 28070

 Prescott Valley, AZ  86312
(928)445-0800

                Board Members:
  Lisa Watts, President 

Greg Byrum, Vice President/Secretary 
Luke Lewis, Treasurer

Cheryl Micholofki
Eileen Bond, Emeritus Member

Jayne Schwantes

Yvonne Bartlett, Executive Director and
Interim contact for Grants for Kids Program

Mona Stephens, Development

Questions about YC4KF?
email: info@yavapaicasaforkids.org


